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No room for irrationality in science: CSIR chief
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Kamiruddin Sheikh alias
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NEer Workpiace In Kasnimir
this time. But all people
including the labour con-
tractor, manager of the work-

Over 250 Indian, foreign films tobe
screenedat India Intl Science Fest

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLEATA, 30 OCTOBER

Films arean important medi-
um to spread awareness about
science among commonpeo-
ple besides the traditional
method of classroom educa-
tion, said the director gener-
al of CSIR (Council of Scien-
tificand Industrial Research)
Shekhar Mande today at the
inaugural cere: ofthe fifth
edition of India Internation-
al Science Festival (IISF) in the
city.

The event will witness
screening of more than 250 sd-
ence films from India and
other foreign countries such
as USA, UK, Germany, Cana-
da, Israel and Switzerland.
This year it has been organ-
ised torecognisethe effort of
filmmakers and motivate
them to produce filmsbased
on scientificinnovation. “Film-
makers have a very significant

Filmmakers have a
very significant role to
play in dissemination of
scientific education
among masses. The
audio-visual medium is

very powerful platform
to promote science and

technology
SHEKHAR MANDE

role to play indissemination
of scientific education amon
masses., The audio-visu

medium is very powerful plat-
formto promote scienceand
technology. The medium
remains underutilised and
ignored sofar,” said Dr. Mande.
Dr. Nakul Parashar, thedirec-
tor of Vigyan Prasar said that
Kolkata is proud to host such
an event Initially the organ-
isers planned the event at
another cityin Northeast but

since itlacked infrastructure,
Kolkata was unanimously
chosen as venue this year, he
added.

The festival will highlight
the importance of science
communicationintheeraof
convergence and storytelling
in science. Therewill be aspe-

cial screening ofa film onSouth
Pole expedition at the event.
The event, which is jointy
organised by science and
technology-related Ministries
and Departments of the Gov-
ernmentsof Indiaand Vijnana
Bharati, is set to host around
12,000 participants this year
from 5 to 8 November. The
screenings and other pro-
grammeswill beheld at Biswa
Bangla Convention Centre, Sci-
ence City, CSIR-IICB Salt Lake,
CSIR-NICB Jadavpur and Satya-
jit Roy Film, Bose Instituteand
Television Institute. Students
from schools across Kolkata
will participate in the events.
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