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International Year of Glass - 2022
The General Assembly of the United Nations designate specific years as United Nations International Years to acknowledge fields of international attempt and the importance of their contributions to global society. The International Commission on Glass (ICG), along with the Community of Glass Associations (CGA) and International Committee for Museums and Collections of Glass (ICOM-Glass) have been promoting a United Nations International Year of Glass for 2022 considering its scientific, economic and cultural roles and celebrate several anniversaries. Glass supports many vital technologies, facilitates sustainability and a green world and enriches our lives, yet often goes unnoticed. 
ICG contacted art and scientific glass-themed societies; glassmakers, fabricators and suppliers; academia, R&D centers and museums, both to share the concept and to ask for formal endorsement in support of the International Year of Glass 2022 (IYoG2022). About 1500 endorsements from 79 countries from the five continents have been received. Their application has been approved in the UN General Council meeting on 18th May 2021. 
The Year will celebrate the essential role glass has and will continue to have in the Society. It will underline the technological, scientific and economic importance of this often unseen transparent and enabling material which underpins so many technologies and which can facilitate the development of more just and sustainable societies to meet the challenges of globalization. It is also an important medium for art and its history is integral with that of mankind. 
Celebration of International Year of Glass 2022 Wordwide
The international events planned by the ICG to celebrate IYoG2022 include: 
● The Opening Conference in Geneva – February 2022 
● International High-Tech Industrial Congress in Shanghai – April 2022 
● International Congress of ICG – Berlin, July 2022 (100th Anniversary of DGG) 
● International Glass Art/Museums – USA 
● Closing Congress in Japan, December 2022
In addition to above programs by the ICG, different countries are encouraged to celebrate the IYoG 2022 to promote glass. In this context, several programs such as workshops, seminars, conferences, training programs, popular lecture, exhibitions, etc., have been planned by CSIR-CGCRI in association with AIGMF and other endorsers from India throughout the year 2022 to benefit the Indian glass community, such as:
	Sl. no.
	Activity Name
	Tentative date

	1.
	Monthly/fortnightly online popular lecture series on glass/optical fiber
	Throughout the year

	2.
	National/international conference in hybrid mode
	26-28 September 2022

(Tentative)

	3.
	Lab visit/product demonstration for school children at CGCRI, Kolkata
	26 August 2022

	4.
	7th Glasspex and Glasspro exhibition along with AIGMF’s international conference
	3-5 March 2022

	5.
	Nationwide photography contest, drawing/painting competitions, debates, exhibitions, essay competition, print calendar as well as on glass objects/bottle etc.
	Throughout the year 2022

	6.
	Posters/leaflets/brochures may be prepared on IYoG2022 and shared with academic  institutes/industries/art studios etc.
	

	7.
	Exhibitions, live demonstration of fabrication of glass objects (e.g. bangles), glass arts etc.
	Throughout the year 2022

	8.
	Add-on events like workshop, glass plat visit etc. for the promotion of glass be staged in different cities or places having glass clusters i.e. Firozabad, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Hyderabad, Jaipur, Assam, Chennai, Bangalore, Bikaner etc. in collaboration with the local Institutes, universities, colleges, schools etc.
	Throughout the year 2022


From India about 28 endorsement letters were issued to support the application of ICG to UN for declaring the year 2022 as the International Year of Glass. Besides AIGMF, other endorsers from India will be contacted to know about their program for IYoG2022 celebration. Any Institutes/ glass manufacturers/glass art studios, if interested to participate or organize such events to celebrate the IYoG2022 may contact with CSIR-CGCRI which is acting as a Nodal Agency for the ICG in India. More details about the IYoG2022 are available in the website https://www.iyog2022.org/.
